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     ife comes at you fast ... too fast, really. Of 
      course, you don’t truly think about it until a 

sizeable chunk has passed you by. Still, there is a 
lot of living left, and making the most of it seems 
like a priority nowdays. What can I do ... what 
can any  of us do with the days we have left? That 
thought poses a profound question, especially for 
me. As I pondered several verses in Psalm 90, I 
was taken aback by the cynacism of the writer in 
this passage. I wondered what kind of mood he 
must have been in.  

Ps. 90:10
The days of our lives are seventy years;

And if by reason of strength they are eighty years,
Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow;
For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

Whew, sometimes I find myself thinking a bit 
like that. Then, I remember the years and years of 
opportunity, blessing, and ministry I have had. 
How can I say they were only labor and sorrow? 
They were much more than that. They were filled 
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with boundless joy, immense freedom, and awe-
some experiences of delight as God worked amaz-
ing things in front of my eyes.

There were glorious journeys to foreign lands, 
touching people who did not talk like me, look like 
me, or live like me. Yet, we were brethern—people 
of faith, created in the image of the same God. I 
enjoyed the same kind of ministry at home as well, 
also with people who are very different in so many 
ways—yet, we are of one blood (see: Acts 17:16). 
We are born of one Father and are joint heirs of 
one holy brotherhood. Why let myself indulge in 
complaint? Why be angry? God isn’t not, and if 
anyone has the right to be angry, surely God does.

Ps. 90:11
Who knows the power of Your anger?

For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath. 
I am so thankful that God does not unleash His 

anger. No one really knows what that looks like. 
Perhaps the flood, or Sodom, or Korah’s people 
had a taste of it, but remember God spoke, and the 



universe banged into being. Awesome 
power—restrained by awesome love.

No wonder “the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 9:10a). If I 
read correctly, the restraint of His wrath, 
of the unleashing of His anger, is best 
realized by a healthy dose of “God fear.” 
This is not a shrinking away from wrathful Deity. 
Rather, it is cautiously approaching Holiness and 
Mercy with reverence. The fear of the Lord should 
draw us into that place of never wanting to offend, 
insult, or slight the God of Grace and Glory.

Realizing this, I think the Psalmist comes to his 
senses and writes the next amazing couplet.

Ps. 90:12
So teach us to number our days ,

That we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
Looking back, seventy-one years seems like a 

long time: birth, childhood, school, eight years of 
military service, two doctoral degrees, fifty-one 
years of marriage, two wonderful married children, 
seven awesome grandchildren, forty-five years of 
ministry, hundreds and hundreds of people whose 
lives we have shared, and fruitful ministry in fif-
teen countries to as many different ethnic groups.

Numbering my days in that manner gives 
me reason to rejoice in God. But, looking ahead, 
I see more. I may be slow, but I haven’t quit liv-
ing. While some people are simply waiting to die, 

I believe we are called to live.  There  
   are so many more oppotrunities, so  
  many more people who need 
    to experience Christ’s forgiveness  
 and the glory of the Kingdom  
  of God.
As the Summer of 2015 unfolds, Dr. 

Judy and I are working as hard as ever. We are 
teaching, preaching, singing, and writing—pour-
ing out the oil of anointing God has entrusted to 
us. As the Summer progresses, we will spend time 
with our children and grandchildren, teach in sem-
inars and workshops, minister in churches and at 
conferences as the Lord opens new doors.

For us, living is ministry and ministry is part 
of living. Actually, I believe it is for every child of 
God. Not that you should feel obliged to do other 
than righteously fulfill the calling He has placed in 
your heart. But your life is a ministry to someone, 
usually to many—you family, your friends, your 
co-workers, and occasionally to a stranger you 
meet. You don’t have to preach, but you can pray. 
You don’t need to carry a sign that proclaims “the 
end is near.” You simply have to live a life that en-
courages, empowers, and draws others to the life of 
love that God has given you.

The ministry of living is simply living life to the 
fullest in Jesus’ love. Wisdom is being able to see 
that from God’s point of view and responding in a 
way that honors Him and blesses others.
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