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With our Bible Study group gathered ‘round the liv-
ing room, Dr. Judy and I drifted off on a journey down 
memory lane. We were sipping hot coffee—decaf 
these days—and enjoying tasty chicken salad wraps 
made by our friend Ruth. One question led to another 
and soon we were caught up in stories of our travels 
and experiences. 

It’s been an amazing ride these past forty-two 
plus years. From the sketchy beginnings of a pasto-
ral stint in West Georgia, our travels have carried us 
around the world and back. Along the way we have 
been blessed to meet and be with some of the most 
wonderful people on Earth. Together, we have trav-
eled and ministered in many places across the United 
States, in Europe, Asia, and the Caribbean. When Dr. 
Judy couldn’t travel with me, God faithfully opened 
doors for me to continue the work, as I traveled to 
Europe, Asia, Central and South America, and Canada.                 

We never considered the excitement or even the 
danger we faced. We were so committed to the work  
                  God had us doing we simply didn’t  
                     think about things like that. But  
                      telling the stories and remem-                         
                        bering all the encounters ...  
                           what a truly awesome 
                             journey it has been.  
                            In spite of the dangers 
                           and difficulties, God has         
                          been with us all the way.

I realize things have slowed down for us nowdays. 
Time and age are creeping in, making it more difficult 
to go like we used to. But nothing … I mean absolute-
ly nothing has erased the joy and privilege we’ve had 
serving the Master across the years. If I had it to do 
all over again, I’m not sure I would want to change all 
that much.

Of course I’d like to change some things, careless-
ly spoken words ... personal weaknesses. I certainly 
would not want to replace the people we’ve known, 
change the places we’ve been, or missed the ministry 
we’ve been a part of. For these, I am filled with grati-
tude and love and a sense of reverence and joy.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

It’s funny! I don’t feel as old as I actually am. Well, 
sometimes I do. The joints creak, the muscles com-
plain, and when I look in the mirror I see “snow on the 
roof” and wonder when that handsome young man 
lost his youthful good looks. Ah well, such is life.

With all this reminiscing, one might wonder if I 
think we have much of a future. Truth is, we do. God 
has blessed us with a productive teaching and writ-
ing schedule which keeps us busy. I write and Dr. 
Judy ensures that the “i”s are dotted and the “t”s are 
crossed. She’s much more than a proofreader though. 
She’s a great sounding board ... reminding me when 
what I’ve written makes sense to me, but probably 
won’t make sense to those who read it. That’s good, 
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because we sincerely want our readers to comprehend 
the message we write.

Right now, we’re getting set for an incredibly busy 
2014. Since returning from Brazil, I have been en-
gaged in three writing projects. The one closest to my 
heart is a collaboration with Dr. Ron Cottle, founder of 
Christian Life School of Theology and Overseer of the 
ACTS Network. We have been working on this as a  
joint venture since April. The book’s title 
is The Firstfruits Lifestyle—The Missing 

Ingredient of Harvest. 

It is a compelling challenge to God’s 
people to take a giant leap forward in 
understanding and releasing harvest. 
We began with the book, but around this 
vital message we are building a collection 
of ministry initiatives to assist churches 
and overseers as they implement the 
dynamic lessons we have found. The book 
will be available sometime in September 
of this year, to be followed with a Study 
Guide and a Seminar and Workshop. 

Over the past decade, the message of firstfruits 
giving has been advanced by numerous individuals, 

each with a perspective and an insight to share. As 
we approached this subject, we felt a need to provide 
a well-written, very defensible, easily understood and 
adopted resource. 

Our research has provided the background for the 
study, and as we wrote the book, we became 
convinced that God would use this message to revolu- 
              tionize the worship of giving for many  
   believers. Individuals, group studies, 
              local church overseers, and network  
              leaders alike will find The Firstfruits 
                        Lifestyle—The Missing Ingredient of 

                          Harvest to be both relevant and timely. 
              Orders for the book can be 
                       made through—

          www.philipbyler.com 
                       or—

         www.roncottleministries.org
       Seminar/workshops can be 
         scheduled by telephone  

        706-323-0847 or 706-455-1312,  
           or by email—

         drphil@philipbyler.com.

Finally, we are equipped to receive donations online!

We also invite you to 
take time to browse through 

the NEW 

www.cttmministries.org 
Renovations to the website are underway, 

and we have been able to establish  
our          account. 

Many of our readers have asked us to provide online 
giving as an option for sharing in our ministry expenses. 

We are excited to announce this is now available. 
Visit the website—  

click the DONATE button. 
Then follow the directions to securely 
make your important contribution 

to this ministry.


